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ABSTRACT  

This study is entitled Illocutionary Acts Found in the Movie Entitled 

“Hangover” directed by Todd Philips. This study focuses and discusses on 

illocutionary acts especially on classified types and determined the functions of types 

of illocutionary acts. 

 In order to compile this paper, the way to get the data was through 

documentation method. This method was relevant for this study since the data were 

taken from the movie through note taking technique. Besides, the qualitative method 

was used to analyze and presenting the collected data. 

As a result, this study covers five types of illocutionary acts found in the movie 

entitled Hangover; they are assertive, directive, commissive, expressive, and 

declaration. And the functions of those types of illocutionary acts are assertive 

(giving description, claiming, requesting, and complaining), directive (advising, 

requesting, asking, warning), commissive (offering, promising, refusing), expressive 

(congratulating, greeting, thanking), and declaration (appointing).  

To conclude this study, all types of illocutionary acts found were based on the 

process of classification of the speaker’s utterance to determine types of illocutionary 

acts. Secondly, functions of illocutionary acts found through the analysis of context 

of situation based on ways of SPEAKING as needed, they are setting and scene, 

participants, ends, act and sequences, and key instrumentalities, norms, and genre.   
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Language is a tool used by people to communicate with each other. In 

communication, speaker delivers the message through the utterance to hearer. 

Utterance is a term of linguistic expression used in specific context. Sometimes, 

misunderstanding happens when the hearer or the interpreter does not fully 

understand what speaker says or the meaning of the utterance is not clear.  

This can happen because of the utterance that uttering by speaker is not only 

uttering the sounds of the language for communicating but speaker also performs the 

act of doing something such as act of ordering, act of asking, act of making promise, 

act of making an offer, act of giving command, etc. In other word, when speaker 

utters an utterance, it is only means as what he says but means something else even 

tends someone to do something. The act performs via utterance called speech acts 

Yule (2000). 

Levinson (1987:236) states there are three basics of speech acts they are 

locutionary act: the utterance of sentence with determinate sense and reference. 

Illocutionary act: the making of a statement, offer, promise, etc. in uttering a 

sentence, by virtue of the conventional force associated with it. 

 Perlocutionary act: the bringing about effects on the audience by means 

uttering the sentence, such effects being special to the circumstance of utterance.  
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    Illocutionary act is focus of discussion of this study because it is considered 

quite complicated and it has been discussed by many previous researchers. Searle (in 

Levinson, 1987:240) classified that there are just five basic kinds of action that one 

can perform in speaking they are representatives or assertive, directive, commissive, 

expressive, and declarations.  

Illocutionary acts can be found in the movie. Movie is a part of the 

entertainment industry. This study used a movie entitled Hangover written by Jon 

Lucas and Scott Moore as object to discuss. This movie is chosen because it relevant 

to this study and consists of many utterances that contains of illocutionary acts that 

perform by the each character of this movie and can be considered as the data.  In this 

movie, the data were obtained from conversations among the characters. This study 

only discusses about types of illocutionary acts and its functions of illocutionary acts 

through the utterance that found on the movie entitled Hangover 

1.2 Problems of the Study 

Based on the background of the study above, there are two relevant problems to 

be formulated in this study. Those problems are presented in two questions as 

follows: 

1. What are the types of illocutionary acts found in the movie entitled “Hangover”? 

2. What are the functions of those types of illocutionary acts found in the movie 

entitled “Hangover”?  
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1.3 Aims of the Study 

Based on the problems of the study mentioned above, the aims of this study are 

presented in two questions as follows: 

1. To classify the types of illocutionary acts applied in the movie entitled 

“Hangover” 

2. To identify and describe the functions of  illocutionary acts found in the movie 

entitled “Hangover”  

1.4 Scope of Discussion  

Related to the aims of the study mentioned above, considering the discussion 

about speech acts are very wide and focus of this study only on illocutionary acts, this 

study has limited scope to discuss. This study focuses to discuss the utterance related 

to the types of illocutionary acts. They are assertive, directive, commissive, 

expressive and declaration that occur in the movie entitled Hangover and functions of 

those types of illocutionary acts through analysis the context of situation found on 

those types of illocutionary acts. The theories used are taxonomy of illocutionary acts 

proposed by Searle (1979) and ways of SPEAKING proposed by Hymes (1972). 

1.5 Research Method 

Method is important part in doing research. Method is systematic step of doing 

something to get good result. The method used in this study included the following 

components. They are data source, method and technique of collecting data, method 

and technique of analyzing data, and method and technique of presenting analysis. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Locutionary_act
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1.5.1 Data Source 

This study used the movie entitled Hangover written by Jon Lucas & Scott 

Moore and directed by Todd Philips as the data source. This movie has three parts; 

the first part was published on May 30, 2009, the second part was released on May 

29, 2011, and the last was released on May 23, 2013. This study analyzes the first 

part of this movie. The data were taken from dialogues among the characters of this 

movie. This study focuses on utterances of speaker related to the speech acts. This 

movie talks about Doug Billings and Tracy Garner would be married. Two days 

before the wedding, Doug, Phil Wenneck, Stu Price, Alan Garner travel to Las Vegas 

for a Bachelor party. Phil was a married school teacher with has the same maturity 

level with his students when he is with his pals. Stu, a dentist, is a man who worried 

about everything and Allan is a man who always doing unpredictable things as the 

other things, among those four friends, Doug is a man who still thinks logic. After 

they passed a night at Las Vegas, Doug was missed.  

The way Phil, Stu, and Allan to find Doug is interesting. This movie is 

interesting to be discussed because most of dialogues in this movie are in form of 

daily conversations. The language that used by the characters is not quite difficult, 

moreover disposed easier for the viewer and contains of many illocutionary acts. 

There are more than 35 dialogues in form of conversations among the characters 

contains each type of illocutionary acts considering used as the data, but only 15 of 

the data are presented as sample data. Because the 15 data already represent the all 

data which are belong to illocutionary acts.   
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1.5.2 Method and Technique of collecting Data 

As mentioned above, the method and technique of collecting data were used in 

this study are documentation method and note taking. This method is relevant since 

there are no respondents; the data were collected by watching the Hangover movie 

and finding each dialogue of speaker that contains of illocutionary acts. Then, the 

dialogues were identified to find the types of illocutionary acts. The technique of 

collected the data as follows: 

First, watch the movie that has been downloaded from internet carefully, not 

only one time but several times.  

After that, looks carefully each character’s utterance that contains of 

illocutionary acts and noted down. 

 The last, the collected utterances that contains of illocutionary acts are 

classified into kinds of illocutionary acts. 

1.5.3 Method and Technique of Analyzing Data 

The method used in this study is qualitative method. This method is relevant 

and aimed by describing the data based on theory used in this study. The technique of 

analyzing the data as follows: 

The data were analyzed in order to know the kinds of illocutionary acts 

whatever they are assertive, directive, commissive, expressive, and declaration that 

performed by the speakers based on Taxonomy of Illocutionary Acts proposed by 

Searle (1979). 
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Then, in order to know the function of types of illocutionary acts, the data were 

analyzed through analysis of the context of situations that found on the utterance 

based on ways of SPEAKING proposed by Hymes (1972). 

1.5.4 Method and Technique of Presenting Analysis 

Method used in this study in presenting analysis data is qualitative. The data 

were presented in form of conversations. The bold utterance in the conversation is the 

main data, so the reader can understand the bold utterance is the data. After that, 

following by presenting the analysis of types and functions of illocutionary acts. 

 


