
ABSTRACT 

  

 This study entitled “Derivational English Suffixes with Reference to the 

Jakarta Post”. This thesis discussed the process of word formation of English in 

morphology. The problems of this study were form, function, and meaning of 

derivational suffixes found in the Jakarta Post online news. This study was aimed to 

identify the form of derivational suffixes and to explain the function and meaning of 

derivational suffixes found in the data source.  

 The data source of this study was taken from the online version of The Jakarta 

Post’s news that is available at www.thejakartapost.com. Documentation method was 

used in collecting the data in this study. The data of this study was analyzed by 

qualitative method. Theory used in analyzing the data was Morphological theory 

proposed by Plag (2002).  

 Based on the result of the analysis it was shown that there are four form of 

derivational suffix, namely nominal suffix, verbal suffix, adjectival suffix, and 

adverbial suffix. Function of derivational suffix can be divided into two; those are 

class-maintaining suffix and class-changing suffix. Suffixes found in the data source 

have their own meaning, for example the activity or result of, the status or position 

of, make (more) X, etc.   
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ABBREVIATIONS AND SYMBOLS 

 

N : Noun 

V : Verb 

Adj : Adjective 

Adv : Adverb 

→ : Becomes 

= : Becomes 

+ : Added 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

1.1 Background of the Study  

Word is the smallest chunk of meaningful language, a unit made up only of 

individually meaningless sounds (if spoken) or letters (if written) (Mullany and 

Stockwell, 2002:6). An even more basic unit, the morpheme, serves as the element 

from which words are built. There are various types of morphemes in human 

language, including roots, affixes, prefixes, suffixes and infixes, inflectional affixes, 

derivational affixes and free and bound morphemes for example, “teacher”. This 

word consists of the meaningful part that is “Teach” and suffix ‘-er’. The study about 

word formation in English is discussed in Morphology. 

As McCarthy (2002) stated that morphology is the study which concerns with 

the structure and relationship between words. Morphology can be divided into two 

main branches, such as inflectional morphology and derivational morphology.  

In a morphological study, the process to produce a new word form can be 

found in the derivation process. It is a process by which affixes (prefix or suffix) 

combine with roots to create new words. Katamba (1993 : 50) states that derivation 

affixes are used to create a new lexeme. English derivational suffixes are added to the 

tail end of a stem. Usually derivational suffixes change the lexical category of the  



stem, for example the suffix –ment change verb into noun (government). Derivational 

words can be found in written texts such as newspaper, magazine, novel, short story. 

Functional affixes serve to convey grammatical meaning, because they build 

different forms of the same word. An example of grammatical paradigm is: near – 

nearer – nearest; son – sons – son’s – sons’. Derivational affixes serve to supply the 

stem with components of lexical and lexicon-grammatical meaning. Such affixes 

form different words: stone – stony.  

Mass media cannot be separated with people’s life because it is human nature 

to be curious, especially about what is happening around them and that is exactly 

what the media provides. Moreover, people can be well-informed of what is 

happening around them instantly by reading online news in their gadget. There are 

lots of mass media that has digital version and The Jakarta Post was one of them. The 

Jakarta Post is very interesting to go in certain direction to find many English 

derivational suffixes. Thus, this study was conducted in order to identify the forms of 

derivational suffixes and explain the function and meaning of derivational suffixes.  

The topic of derivational suffix is chosen because it is frequently used in 

written text. It is hard to comprehend the English sentence correctly without 

understanding the process of word formation especially the process of suffixation 

which can change the class and meaning of the words. The ability to identify 

derivational affixes can develop the vocabulary significantly because from the one 

word can gain many words with different part of speech. The understanding of a 



derivational process can be used for an English language activity, for example to 

write a journal, an article, an essay, etc. and daily conversations. That is why the 

derivational suffixes are important and interesting to analyse.  

 

1.2 Problems of Study 

This study concerns the following problems: 

1) What forms of derivational suffixes are used in The Jakarta Post? 

2) What are the functions and meanings of derivational suffixes presented in 

The Jakarta Post? 

 

1.3 Aims of Study 

 Based on the problems formulated above, this study is aimed at: 

1. To identify the forms of derivational suffixes used in The Jakarta Post. 

2. To explain the functions and meanings of derivational suffixes used in The 

Jakarta Post. 

 

1.4 Scope of Discussion  

In this study, the discussion was limited in order to get the points of study and 

avoid the uncontrolled discussion. The study was concentrated on the forms of 

derivational suffixes and the functions and meanings of derivational suffixes used in 

The Jakarta Post. 

 



1.5 Research Method 

In making a scientific writing, a methodology is the important factor that 

should be used as guide by researcher. It is a set of procedures in the systematic study 

that are applied within a discipline. Referring to the problems that were already 

formulated, there were three components of the research method, namely: data 

source, method and technique of collecting data, and method and technique of 

analyzing data. 

 

1.5 1. Data Source 

 

Data source deals with the source from which data is obtained for the analysis. 

It was used in order to support the validity of this study. The data source of this study 

was taken from the online version of The Jakarta Post’s news that is available at 

www.thejakartapost.com. The data taken from the website was focused on news 

category which consists of politics, world, national, and city. The data was taken 

during 1
st
 September until 31

st
 October 2016. 

The Jakarta Post was chosen because the news in that website contains many 

English derivational suffixes and the news in that website was always renewed 

quickly and the Jakarta post was one of the best newspapers using English in 

Indonesia. It was an excellent media that to be used as data source. 
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1.5 2. Method and Technique of Collecting Data 

As one of the important parts of this study, collecting the data need to 

follow a certain procedure in order to obtain appropriate and sufficient data. The 

data in this study was collected by using documentation method. The collecting of 

the Derivational English suffixes in The Jakarta Post online news was done with 

following steps: 

a) Accessing the Jakarta post website and finding the news.  

b) Reading the news carefully to get the words that showed derivational 

suffixes.   

c) Taking note the data (words) and quoting those words from the 

original sentences.    

d) Then, they were classified based on the class of word.   

 

1.5 3. Method and Technique of Analyzing Data 

The data of this study was analyzed by qualitative method which means that 

the information gathered is not in numerical form. All of data found in the news 

were processed through some steps as follow: 

a) The data that was taken from the news were analyzed based on the form 

of derivational suffixes by applying the theory of morphology proposed 

by Plag (2002). 

b) Then, the analysis was continued by explaining the function and meaning 

of derivational suffixes using theory proposed by Plag (2002).  



c) The result of the analysis was presented in the form of narrative text and 

supported by table. It was chosen because the problems of this study need 

description of analysis and table in order to make it easier to be 

understood. 

 

 

 

 


